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(1) «The discoveries have to a very large extent supplied
corroboration to the written tradition and they offer * tangible
and 'mcontrovcrtible proof of the antiquity of the Jain religion
and its ecarly existence very much in its present form. The
series of twenty-four pontiﬁ‘s ( Tirthankaras ) each in his dis-
tinctive emblem  Was evidently firmly believed in at the
beginning of the Christian era.”

(2) « There is pothing 10 prove that Parsva was the
founder of ]a’mism. Jain tradition js unanimous in making
Rishabha, the first Tirthankara (asits founder )- There may
be something historical in the tradition which makes him the
first Tirthankara »

(3) There is 1O doubt that Jainism prevai]ed even
before ardhaman Of Parshvanatha. The Yajurveda mentions
the names of three Tirthankaras Rishabha, Ajitnath and
Aristanemi. The Bhagwatpurall endorses  the view tht
Rishabhadeo was the founder of Jainism »,

Indian Phil. Vol L. P. 287 .
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